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§ 32.1-249. Definitions.
As used in this chapter:

1. "Dead body" means a human body or such parts of such human body from the condition of which it
reasonably may be concluded that death recently occurred.

2. "Fetal death" means death prior to the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product
of human conception, regardless of the duration of pregnancy; death is indicated by the fact that after
such expulsion or extraction the fetus does not breathe or show any other evidence of life such as
beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of voluntary muscles.

a. "Induced termination of pregnancy" means the intentional interruption of pregnancy with the intention
to produce other than a live-born infant or to remove a dead fetus and which does not result in a live
birth.

b. "Spontaneous fetal death" means the expulsion or extraction of a product of human conception
resulting in other than a live birth and which is not an induced termination of pregnancy.

3. "File" means the presentation of a vital record provided for in this chapter for registration by the
Department.

4. "Final disposition" means the burial, interment, cremation, removal from the Commonwealth or other
authorized disposition of a dead body or fetus.

5. "Institution" means any establishment, public or private, which provides inpatient medical, surgical,
or diagnostic care or treatment, or nursing, custodial or domiciliary care, or to which persons are
committed by law.

6. "Live birth" means the complete or substantial expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of
human conception, irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, which, after such expulsion or extraction,
breathes or shows any other evidence of life such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord,
or definite movement of voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been cut or the
placenta is attached.

"Substantial expulsion or extraction" means, in the case of a headfirst presentation, the infant's entire
head is outside the body of the mother or, in the case of a breech delivery, when any part of the infant's
trunk past the navel is outside the body of the mother.

7. "Physician" means a person authorized or licensed to practice medicine or osteopathy in this
Commonwealth.

8. "Registration" means the acceptance by the Department and the incorporation of vital records as
provided for in this chapter into its official records.

9. "System of vital records" means the registration, collection, preservation, amendment, and

certification of vital records; the collection of other reports required by this chapter; and related
activities.
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10. "Vital records" means certificates or reports of births, deaths, fetal deaths, adoptions, marriages,
divorces or annulments and amendment data related thereto.

(Code 1950, § 32-353.4; 1960, c. 451; 1975, ¢. 267; 1979, ¢. 711; 1983, ¢. 240; 2003, cc. 961, 963.)
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§ 32.1-263. Filing death certificates; medical certification; investigation by medical examiner.

A. A death certificate, including, if known, the social security number or control number issued by the Department of
Motor Vehicles pursuant to § 46.2-342 of the deceased, shall be filed for each death which occurs in this Commonwealt
with the registrar of the district in'which the death occurred within three days after such death and prior to final
disposition or removal of the body from the Commonwealth, and shall be registered by such registrar if it has been
completed and filed in accordance with the following requirements:

1. If the place of death is unknown, but the dead body is found in this Commonwealth, a death certificate shall be filed i
the registration district in which the dead body is found in accordance with this section. The place where the dead body
found shall be shown as the place of death. If the date of death is unknown, it shall be determined by approximation,
taking into consideration all relevant information, including but not limited to, information provided by the immediate
family regarding the date and time that the deceased was last seen alive, if the individual died in his home; and

2. When death occurs in a moving conveyance, in the United States of America and the body is first removed from the
conveyance in this Commonwealth, the death shall be registered in this Commonwealth and the place where it is first
removed shall be considered the place of death. When a death occurs on a moving conveyance while in international
waters or air space or in a foreign country or its air space and the body is first removed from the conveyance in this
Commonwealth, the death shall be registered in this Commonwealth but the certificate shall show the actual place of
death insofar as can be determined.

B. The licensed funeral director, funeral service licensee, office of the state anatomical program, or next of kin as define
in § 54.1-2800 who first assumes custody of a dead body shall file the certificate of death with the registrar. He shall
obtain the personal data, including the social security number of the deceased or control number issued to the deceased
the Department of Motor Vehicles pursuant to § 46.2-342, from the next of kin or the best qualified person or source
available and obtain the medical certification from the person responsible therefor.

C. The medical certification shall be completed, signed and returned to the funeral director within 24 hours after death t
the physician in charge of the patient's care for the illness or condition which resulted in death except when inquiry or
investigation by a medical examiner is required by § 32.1-283 or § 32.1-285.1.

In the absence of the physician or with his approval, the certificate may be completed and signed by an associate
physician, the chief medical officer of the institution in which death occurred, or the physician who performed an autop
upon the decedent, if such individual has access to the medical history of the case and death is due to natural causes.

D. When inquiry or investigation by a medical examiner is required by § 32.1-283 or § 32.1-285.1, the medical examin
shall investigate the cause of death and shall complete and sign the medical certification portion of the death certificate
within 24 hours after being notified of the death. If the medical examiner refuses jurisdiction, the physician last furnishi
medical care to the deceased shall prepare and sign the medical certification portion of the death certificate.

E. If the cause of death cannot be determined within 24 hours after death, the medical certification shall be completed a
provided by regulations of the Board. The attending physician or medical examiner shall give the funeral director or
person acting as such notice of the reason for the delay, and final disposition of the body shall not be made until
authorized by the attending physician or medical examiner.

(Code 1950, § 32-353.20; 1960, c. 451; 1978, c. 308; 1979, c. 711; 1983, c. 240; 1993, c. 965; 1997, cc. 794, 898; 2003
484; 2004, c. 124.)
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§ 32.1-264. Reports of fetal deaths; medical certification; investigation by medical examiner; confidentiality of
information concerning abortions.

A. A fetal death report for each fetal death which occurs in this Commonwealth shall be filed, on a form furnished by the
State Registrar, with the registrar of the district in which the delivery occurred or the abortion was performed within thre
days after such delivery or abortion and shall be registered with such registrar if it has been completed and filed in
accordance with this section; provided that:

1. If the place of fetal death is unknown, a fetal death report shall be ﬁled in the registration district in which a dead fetus
was found within three days after discovery of such fetus; and

2. If a fetal death occurs in a moving conveyance, a fetal death report shall be filed in the registration district in which the
fetus was first removed from such conveyance.

B. The funeral director or person who first assumes custody of a dead fetus or, in‘the absence of a funeral director or sucl
person, the hospital representative who first assumes custody of a fetus shall file the fetal death report; in the absence of

such a person, the physician or other person in attendance at or after the delivery or abortion shall file the report of fetal
death. The person completing the forms shall obtain the personal data from the next of kin or the best qualified person or
source available, and he shall obtain the medical certification of cause of death from the person responsible for preparing
the same as provided in this section. In the case of induced abortion, such forms shall not identify the patient by name.

C. The medical certification portion of the fetal death report shall be completed and signed within twenty-four hours afte:
delivery or abortion by the physician in attendance at or after delivery or abortion except when inquiry or investigation by
a medical examiner is required.

D. When a fetal death occurs without medical attendance upon the mother at or after the delivery or abortion or when
inquiry or investigation by a medical examiner is required, the medical examiner shall investigate the cause of fetal death
and shall complete and sign the medical certification portion of the fetal death report within twenty-four hours after being
notified of a fetal death.

E. The reports required pursuant to this section are statistical reports to be used only for medical and health purposes and
shall not be incorporated into the permanent official records of the system of vital records. A schedule for the disposition
of these reports may be provided by regulation.

F. The physician or facility attending an individual who has delivered a dead fetus shall maintain a copy of the fetal death
report for one year and, upon written request by the individual and payment of an appropriate fee, shall furnish the
‘individual a copy of such report.

(Code 1950, § 32-353.21; 1960, c. 451; 1975, ¢. 267; 1979, c. 711; 1983, c. 240; 1987, c. 405.)
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§ 32.1-265. Transit permits; permits for disinterment and reinterment.

A. The funeral director or other person who first assumes custody of a dead body or fetus shall obtain an out-of-state
transit permit prior to removal from the Commonwealth of the body or fetus.

B. Such out-of-state transit permit shall be issued by the registrar of the district where a satisfactorily completed
certificate of death or fetal death was filed.

C. A transit permit issued under the law of another state which accoinpanies a dead body or fetus brought into this
Commonwealth shall be authority for final disposition of the body or fetus in this Commonwealth.

D. No permit shall be required where disposal of dead bodies or fetuses for deaths or fetal deaths which have occurred ir
this Commonwealth is to be made in this Commonwealth.

-E. A permit for di_siritermént‘ and reinterment shall be required prior to disinterment of a dead body or fetus except as
authorized by regulation of the Board or otherwise provided by law. Such permit shall be issued by the State Registrar o1
the registrar of the county or city where the body or fetus is interred to a licensed funeral director.

(Code 1950, § 32-353.22; 1960, c. 451; 1970, c. 699; 1979, c. 711)
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§ 32.1-266. Extending time for filing death cértiﬁcates and obtaining out-of-state transit permits.

The Board may provide by regulation for the extension, upon conditions designed to assure compliance with the purpose
of this chapter, of the periods prescribed in §§ 32.1-263, 32.1-264 and 32.1-265 for the filing of death certificates, fetal

death reports and medical certifications of cause of death and for the obtaining of out-of-state transit permits in cases in
which compliance with the applicable prescribed period would result in undue hardship.

(Code 1950, § 32-353.23; 1960, c. 451; 1979, c. 71 1)
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§ 32.1-271. Disclosure of information in records; when unlawful; when permitted; proceeding to compel disclosure; whe:
certain records made public.

A. To protect the integrity of vital records and to ensure the efficient and proper administration of the system of vital
records, it shall be unlawful, notwithstanding the provisions of §§ 2.2-3700 through 2.2-3714, for any person to permit
inspection of or to disclose information contained in vital records or to copy or issue a-copy of all or part of any such vita
records excep‘c as authorized by regulation of the Board or when 50 ordered by a court of this Commonwealth.

B. Data contained in vital records may be disclosed for valid and substantial research purposes in accordance with the
regulations of the Board. .

C. Any person aggrieved by a decision of a county or city registrar may appeal to the State Registrar. If the State Registr:
denies disclosure of information or inspection of or copying of vital records, such person may petition the court of the
county or city in which he resides if he resides in the Commonwealth or in which the recorded event occurred or the
Circuit Court of the City of Richmond, Division I, for an order compelling disclosure, inspection or copying of such v1tal
record. The State Registrar or his authorlzed representatwe may appear and test1fy in such proceeding. -

D. When 100 years have elapsed after the date of birth, or 50 years have elapsed after the date of death, marriage, or
divorce, the records of these events in the custody of the State Registrar may become public information and be made
available in accordance with regulations which shall provide for the continued safekeeping of the records. All records,
which are public information on July 1, 1983, shall continue to be public information.

(Code 1950, § 32-353.26; 1960, c. 451; 1979, c. 711; 1983, c. 240; 1984, c. 189; 1985, c. 313.)
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